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The Steel Trust Repart.
Dispassionate in its tone and appar-
nily based upon a thorough examina-

‘tion, the report of the Commissioner of
Corposations upon the steel trust is an
interesting and notable contribution to
official literature.

Briefly stated, the repor: shows that

pm 1898 to 900 the steel concerns
. a policy of cut-throat compe-
Btion. Trade cond became 4
alized It became a questim of com-
bination or destruction. Naturally, the
former was accomplished. All the lead-
ing plants were amalgamated into the
United States Steel. Corporation, with
an aggregate capital of $i.400,000,000
A wery large part of the report is de-
voted (o proving that this capitalization
was excessive According to the in.
vestigations of the burean, the wvalue of
the plants, mines, and railroads was
only $700000,000. Even this assertion is
not convincing, becausc the steel trust
ials claim that their ore deposits
slone worth §7o0,000,000, while the
h u's wvaluation is just onc-seventh of
that amount.

In the ten years that have elapsed
gince the trust was formed, its holdings
have matenslly mcreased in valoe. The
trust claims that they are now worth
$eoo000,000 more than the entire capi-
talization, and the bureay admits that
they should be appraised al over ome
billion dollars. It is apparent, therefore,
that much of the original inflation has
disappeared. The average profit of the
tritet has been r2 per cent,

There are three poipts in the report
warthy of emphasis. The Srst is thit
the enormous sum of $2500000 was
realized by the promoters of the com-
bine as their compensation, They Fter-
ally por millions of dollars into their
pockets. At the same time, they took
Iarge Tisks, for if the trust proved a
failure their lovses would have amount-
ed to millions. In the second place,
the trust has not been able to stifie all
oompetition  “The evidence, on the
whole,” says the report, “indicates that
competition in the industry has stead-
fly been increasing™ The trust’s pro-
portion of the business in nearly every
important product except pig iron and
steel rmils is less than it was in 1ol
Tt makes only 54 per cent of the total
outpist of stee! ingots and castings, and,
finally, it is importam to note that if
the stee! trust is a monopoly it is chiefly
through its control of ore holdings and
the transportation of ore

The gravamen of the case against the
steel trust is that it wis tremendously
overcapitalized and rhat millioms of the
“watered’ stock went into the pockets
of the promoters. The first statement,
dithough denied by the trust officials, is
probably troe, while the second asser-
tion is unquestionably a fact. It will be
mid. of course, that the trust should
not have overcapitalized, and its
promoters should not have made a for-
time for themselves. It mercly dupli-
cated, however, the history of nesrly
every corporation in the country, the

s imowiede o I
e

And the time will come, even in the
District of Columbia, when a faw regy-
lating public utlities will be upon the
statute books.

The Troops in Texas.
Public sentiment will approve the
ion of Gen. L d Wood
that the troops be brought back from
Texas. The heat in the far Southwest
is proving a serious hardship to umac-
climated men and animals, recruits are
difficult to obtain, and the resorts of
bad chamacter in the neighborhood of
San Antonio and FBre Sam Houston
are increasing. These are, in them-
selves, sufficient reasons for the pro-
posed action.

The army on the frontier has served
its purpose. The emobilization not only
demonstrated the efficiency of the Gen-
eral Staff, bt the preseoce of the troops
undoubtedly had an excellent effect
upon the Mexican situation. Appar-
ently, however, the conditions in Mexico
have reached a point where the new
government can maintain  itself, and
there is little danger. of injury to
American lives or property, '

The President may now safely order
the return of the army, satisfied with
the demonstrtion which has been made
and fully assured that the wisdom of
his action has been amply, demonstrated.

Smoking Automobiles.

Twenty-seven  automobile  drivers
were fined in New York last Thursday
for runming motor cars which emitted
clouds of smoke.

The campaign against the nuisance is
now being waged in New York with
such vigor that it will not be long be-
fore a smoking actomobile will he &
thing unknown. The city is to be
fclicitated upon the energy of its
authorities. v

Wouldn't it be a good thing if the
work in New York along that line
could be duplicated here?

A LITTLE NONSENSE.

IN LONDON, .
“Mra. Wombst is highly thought of by
the Queen.™
“Ta she as aull s all that?

*On the contrary, your homer, 1
an automobile to taks cmre af.™

No Matter.
Upons & Western tale I'll try
My seribbling bent.
I've never seen the West;
Nead that prevent?
h o I
“This besuly surgeon claims he éan

but why

wration on my pet bulldog first."
—_ w
Seetng the Olsy.

After Cireling Over Hyatisville and
Maryland Agricmitural College,
Signal Corps NMem Propose (o
Acraplane 1o Washington Next
Week—Flotilia Being Assrmhbled.

Clrciing over Hyattaville, streaking over
the Maryiand Agricuitural College at an

ititude of 130 feet. two army birdmen
porformed asronautic feats yestsrday
which broke all records in the annals of
military aviation in ihe United States,
Lieut. Milling, with Lieul. ArmoM a»

mittes on Privileges and Elections and
an exhaustive probe into the matter.
Thia, it ls belleved, Benator La Follette
and his following of progressive Republi-
cans, together with a  certain faction
of the Democratic minority, will be able
te bring about

There probably will be no maeeting -of
-t full commities t0 sct upom the me-
morial in the near future Pomsibly the
matier will be taken up in & perfunctory
way the latier part of next week It In
bellgved that real sction will be powt-
poned pending the settlement of the Lori-
mer case, however.

BOARD APPROVES
INSURANCE BILL

Would Correct Long-stand-
ing Evil Here.

Entire approval of the pending changes
in ibe Insurance laws of the District of
yesterday by the

All of the measures are now befors
the House District Commiites. The first
providea for the regulation and control
of fraternal benafit societiss. The sec-
ond refers entirely (o Insurance oom-
panies licensed wnder the District code
It provides for their efficlent regulation
by the local super dent of &
George W. Ingham; for thelr taxation,
the regulstion of thelr dtaliza th and
thelr reserve funda This law has long
been urped upon Congress, but not until
the present session have the prospects
of obtatning its passage been bright.

It ls estimated the law will put a large
proportion of the “small fry” companies
out of business, since they are proceed-
tng on an extremely low capital, and have
comparatively small reserve funds The
third measure, Houss bill No, 5013, pro-
vides that all policles covering District
persons and property must be signed In
the District.

Earthquake Tremor Felt.
Mennina, Juns M—Thers wan a sharp
earthquake shock felt hers this momning,
but there was mno damage because of

L , made a brilllant cross-coun-
try fight frem Uollegs Park which set
oven the ssmaoned flylng experts on the
Neld ngcg. Bo elated were the officers
over Lhelr sucerss that they propose to
seroplase to Washington and Fort Myer
next week. Nonstop trips are the omly
kind under conslderation.

The officers declare they have now
demonstrated that cross-country fights
in the vicinlty of College Park are en-
tirely practicable, provided an altitude of
from 1LI00 to LEN feot Is malntained. All
the Bignal Corps officers are enthusiastic
over the outiook. N

Tralning for Officers.

Befors the experiments at College Park
are completad, & large number of officers
will be trained in the mysterien of avin-
tion. The present gquartet of flyers,
Liets. Arnold, Milling., Kirtland, and
Peck, will act as tutors to other officers
when they have mastered the machines,
and the relays of candidates wil] come
in quick succession.

Spores of officers are anxious to take
part in the experiments, and the War

LOGAL LEGISLATION
PROBABLY ENDED

Little Change for District
Laws in Congress.
T

Tha Arst bl to recel e ‘axecutive ap-
proval as a result gf the extra seesion of
Congress—ihe only Dietrict measury that
has passed both lhouses—providing for
thae i of  Cal d north-
west from Loungfellow street o0 Six-
teenth street. was signed by President
Taft before lemving for Heverly yestor-
day.

With the Home District Committes,
which has had but one meeting this
session and reported out but ome bill—the
ons Pr Talt signed A
tied_up with an investigation of the Dis-
trict and showing great unwillingness to
consider even matlers that the pending
investigation cannot possibly affect. and
with many members of the Benate Dis-
trict Committee out of lown or aitend-
Ing the sessions of the Lorimer investi-
guting committee. It In connidersd very
uniikely that any further District legis-
lation will result from the present ses-
wlon.

ADVICE OF COUNSEL
BXCUSE HINBS GIVES

Failed to Refute Testimony
of Funk.

P

The rrosas-examination of Edward Hines,
of Chicagn, president of the Edward
Hines Lumber Company. was complet

The entire navy I8 on the =manual
anxiotus seat In anticipation of the action
of the “plucking’” board of rear ad-
mirals, which will chop off the heada of
fourteen officers to-day. By provision of
ihe naval personnel act of 189, forty va-
cancies must be created In the grades
above junior lleutenant by the end of
each fiscal yesr, and up fo yesterday
there wore twenty vacancies yet 10 be
eramted. Al the close of the day, how-
#ver, applications from six captains for
vuluntary retirement under this law were
recelved, and this lesves fourtsen com-
pulsory retirements to be made by the
board.

Whils the law permits of captains and
commanders obtaining voluntary retire-
ment under this law, 2l the appliea-
tions yesierday, peculiarly enough, came |
from afffcers in the higher grade ‘I'har|
are Capts. Burne T. Walling. of Ohle: |
James . Gillmore, of Pennsytvania: |
Thomas D). Griffin, of Virginia; John M l
Orchard, of Mimsouri; Ben W. Hodges, of
Missisaippl, and Edward Lioyd, of Mary-
land

NAVAL “PLUCKING”

PLACE TO-DAY

Fourteen Officers Will Be Retired by the Compulsory
. Retirement Board of Rear Admirals.

With these voluntiary retirements,
T Avernge ber of
required by law above (he grades of
Heutenant have been made, but In order
to obtaln the requiresd averags b
of vacancies above the grade of junmios
Ueistenant, i1t will be necessary for the
beard on elimination to select fourteen
officars.

This =i bhe done to-day at & meel-
ing of the board at the Navy Department
The bourd is composed of Rear Admiral
Richard Wainwright, president; Rear Ad-
miraj] Huge Osterhaus, Rear Admiral
Samuel P. Comly, Rear Admiral Gilas
B. Harbor, and Rear Admiral Thomas
B. Howard, They will be required to
select five captains, four commanders,
four Heutlenant commandsrs, and two
lleutenants Thin n the largest number
to be plucked since r. and the Ars
time since 106 for a firet Heblenant to
be “plucked.” Inasmuch as practically
all the derdwood has been “plocked
during the several years the law has
been In force, it i» recognized that sev.
eral good officers stand & chance of being
et off the active st

the
Sl

FOR RECIPR

Another eoffort to apeed the conalder-
ation of the Canadian reciprocity bill
was mads by the Sennle leaders yegter-
dny when the chalrman of the Finance
Commitiee, who Ila In charge of the
measurs, gave notice of an Intention to
move longer dally sessions of the Sen-
ute # July &

yerterday before the & 1
which is Investigating charges
corruption in connection Wwith the el

of Benator Lorimer. Mr. Hines was
charged by Clarencs B Funk, general
of the International Harvester

of

Department s flooded with ieat
it s & curious fact that of the first
Signal Corps officers who participated
in the Wright experimnta of two years
ago, all but one have retired from the
gsame. Lisut. Frank Lahm has left the
Signal Corpa, Maj. George 0. Bguler in
on ather duty at present, and Brig Gen.
Allen, chief of the Signal Corps, and
one of the chief promoters of military
aviation, !s engrossd (n other matiera
Lisut. Benjamin I} Foulols ts stil] com-
ducting experiments with the original

Wright machine in Texas, however.

Others Are Experimenting.

But the Aying at Collesge Park ls not
confined to army officera. There are a
number of local aeroplanists’ “expert.
menting” on the familiar stamping
ground, incloding Rexford Smith, Antony
Jannus, and Edmund K. Fox. All have
machines of their own creation. The
Smith-Jannus machine is well known to
the local publie, and needs no further dis-
cussion at this time. The Fox machine,
miso designed and bullt by lJocal me-
chanies, is an unknown guantity. Unless
Mr. Fox's aviator, C. A. Dorian, proves
the biplane can fiy befors the end of
this week all experiments with it will
be asbandoned. according to Mr. Fox's
statement last night.

Last. but not least, College Park Is
noted as the scene of the experiments of
Dr. W. W. Christmas with his “canti-
lever” machine, which soived the prob-
lem of automatic balances by placing the
center of gravity below the lower plane
His machine Is In the hangars of the
National Avistfn Company.

Pope Awards High Post.
Rome, Jume 2—Rev. Father Guan, of
Atflants, Ga., has been appointed Eishop
of Natchezx

Company who testified several days ago,
with having requested a §10,000 contribu-
tlon fram the harvester company to ald
n paying the expenses of the Lorimer
election.

The Senate will hersafter ait from 0
o'clock In the morning to 6 o'clock In
the afternoom, and If it is found that
the business of the Senate is not ma-
terfally expedited thersby, night wmes-
slons will be held e enable opponents
of the measurs to present thelr argu-
ments more fully.

An adjournment from Saturday untll

LONGER HOURS ORDERED

OCITY DEBATE

Wednesday, July 5, was yesterday agreed
upan by the senate A number of mem-
bers will take advantage of the thres
days’ holiday to get awsy from the Capl-
tal and recuperats befors the grind la
resumed the middie of next week

Chalrman Penrose, of ths Financs
Committes, asked unanimous consent
that no vote be taken on any measure or
progosal at to-day’s session, except on
the motion to adjourn. Thas request was
granted. This means that practically
nothing will be done to-day, except pow-
sibly the continuation of routine debate
and that for all practical purposes the
Senate will stand adjourned from yester-
dny until next Wednesday,

>

For six hours Mr. Hines was
by members of the commites: by John H
Marble, cothsel for the i and
by hi= own corporation counssl, Willlam
J. Haynes, of Chi without changi
his direct testimony given Wednesday,

Mr Hines  reiternted his part in the
Tilincla senatorial fight in which he per-
suaded Mr. Lorimer to become s candi-
date for the senatorship, and added In
his election. He told how he had a con-
ference with Nelson W. Aldrich, former
Senator from Rhode Istand. who in-
formed him that Presjdent Taft wanted
Mr. Lorimer elected to the Senate from
Minols, and how he passed the word
almg to Gov. Deneen, of INinols, that
Fresident Taft and Senstor Aldrich fa-
vored Mr, Lotimer's election.

Ouly a “Message Bearer.™

Mr, Hinea denjed that he waas entitied
to =il the credit for alecting Senator
Lorimer. He sald he acted mérely as &
“message bearer.” The most important
diserepancy In Me Hines’ cross-examins-
tion yestarday related to the time when
ha first rend Mr. Funk's testimony be-
fore the Helm commities of the Illinois
leglalature during Ita Investigation of the
Lorimer election severa! months ago. Mr.
Hines sald that he was shocked by Mr.
Funk's charge that he had requestsd a
contribution from the harvester com-
pany, and had sald that a fund of S100.-
00 was being ralsed to pay the expenses
of the Lorimer slsction.

Tests made by the United Bales pary indieabs
thet an evistor would be sn essy mark for any feir
rifle shot withiz & rmuge of 1000 mnds
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PROCLAMATION BY KING.

Londan, June 30.—King George
to.day issued this prociamation:
“Ta My Pesople:

“Now that the coronation and
the attendant ceramonles ars over,
T desire to mssure the peoople of
the British empire of my grateful
sense that their hearts have heen
with me through it all. I felt
this in the beautiful a Impras-
sive mervice at the abbey, which
was the most solemn experience
of my life, and scarcely lema In
the stirring scenes of the suc-
ceoeding days when my people
signified thelr recognition and
thelr heartfelt welcome (0 me a8
thelr sovereign.

“This has besn apparent not anly
in the loyal enthusiasm shown In
the course of our passsige to and
from Westminster Abbey and In
ths progressss we have mads In
the Alfferent districts of London,
but also in the thousands of mes-
sages of good will which have
coms 1o me across the seas from
every part of the smpire. B8Such
affectionate demonstrations have
touched me profoundly, and filled
me afresh with faith and confi-
dence. !

“Helleving that this generous
and outspoken sympathy with the
Queen and myself, in, under God,
our surest source of strengih, I
am encouraged 4 go forward
with renswed hupe.

“Whatever perplexities and Aif-
ficulties may lle before me and
my people, wa shall unite reso-
Jutely and ealmly, with poblic
spirit, confident that under Di-
vine guldance the ultimate out-
come will be to the common
good.” (Fignef] GEORGE R L

+
+

—

CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE. |

Prof. Claxton, of Teunrssre, (o Be
Commissioner of Edacatlon.
The nomination of Philander P. Clax-
ton. of Tennessee. 0 be Commimiconer
of Edueation, to succesd Dr. Eimer E
Brown, was confirmed by the Senale
Yesterday. Other nominations confirmed |

ware:

Nicolay A. Greustad, of Illinols, to be
Minister te Paraguay and Uruguay, to
succeed Edward V. Morgan, who is &p-
pointed Minister to Portugal
G. Dallas Hanns, of Kaosas to be
dsputy warden, division of Alaskan

The following naval officers wers cofi-

Assistant Paymaster Frank T. Foxwell
to ba p a pay from

HAMMOND FAMILY
SNUBBED BY REID

Speecial Ambassador’'s Rank
Not Hecognized at Ball.

Bpecdal Mabis to The Waahington Herald,
London, June J0.—The Duke
naught's attention the John Hays
Hammond family must be a bitter plil
for the \’hitclaw Reids to swallow.
At the great dinber dance given by
Ambassador and Mre Reld in homer of
the Connaught family, neithee Mr  ar
Mres. Hummond were at the table of the
host or hosteas. As Mr. Hammond's
rank of special ambassadoer s second
enly to the Reids, this violation of pre-
cedence caused muoch comment

This happened at a dinner where Ihe
places were asslzned After the dinner
the Duke of Connaught approached Mr
Hammaond and chafed him abowt It
Before the dnncing started, the duke
invited Mre Fiammond to supper, there-
by showing the guests that In hisn opin-
ion the Hammeonds ranked second In
the brilllant sssembly.

VIOLATE FLAG LAW.

Sale of Collier's Weekly Halted by
Boston Police.

Boston, June 3—The sale of the cur-
rent  lasue of Colller's Weekly was
stopped In Boston to-day by order of the
police becausa {° had advertising on &
representation «f the American fag In
colors on the frst page In violation of the

of Cons

1o

| mws of the State

The matier was brought to ihe atien-
tion of Buperiniendent of Police Plerce
by the Society for the Protectiom of the
American Flag. Supt. Plerce sent word
to all captains asking them to Instruct
all newsdealers that If they sold this
weel'n issus of Collier’s that they would
ba Hable o prosscution

The capiains throughout the city re-
ported back to police headguarters that
all pnewsdealors sald that they would not
offer Collier's for sale

EXPRESS CHARGES LOWER.
Swereping Reductions Made
tarily by Carriers.
Oficials In the Interstats <ommarce
Comnission were taken by surprise ves-
terday aftirnoon when bulky packages
were delivired from all the express com-
panies In the Unitod States, except the
Long Ialand Company. The new rates
were dumpsd In oo the commisson anly
& shart tims before the clusing hour, hut
& hasty checking showed that the tarifls
call for inrge reductions in expresa raies
beginning August 1,

Volun-

—

Fabruary 2
Henry 8t. G. Tucker Better,
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CURIOUS BITS OF HISTORY

By A. W. MACY.

“QUEEN DICK."

Oliver Cromwell was a sirong
characier, but the same cannot be
sald of ‘his =on Richard. Olfver
iried ty train his som to be =
worthy st as Pr %
byt the attempt was a fallure.
Richard was easy-geing and
amiable. and more addicted to
sports than to statscraft, He
was the acknowledged Lord Pro-
tector from September §, 1858, to
May 25, 1859, but cut littls figurs
ax such, He 4l4 oot relish offielsl
duties, and much preferred hav-
Ing o good tima. The Cavaliers
cailed him “Quesn Diek"™ and
othern, still lessa respectfully,
spoke of him as “Tumble-down
Dicke.” He was glad to quit when
Parliament told him to_get out.
After his abdication, however, s
ennducted himself with credit and
even with dignity. He lived 1




